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REMARKS 

This Application has been carefully reviewed in light of the Office Action mailed 
August 8, 2005 (the "Office Action"). At the time of the Office Action, Claims 1-41 were 
pending in the application. In the Office Action, the Examiner rejects Claims 1, 2, 7-21, 26- 
30, 31, 23 and 34-39 and objects to Claims 3-6, 33, 40 and 41. Applicants amend Claims 3- 
4, 6, 32-33 and 40-41 and cancel Claims 1, 2, 31 and 39 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and favorable action in this case. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants note with appreciation the indication by the Examiner that Claims 22-25 
are allowed and that Claims 3-6, 33 and 40-41 are directed to allowable subject matter and 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Applicants have amended Claims 3-4, 6, 33 and 40- 
41 such that each of Claims 3-6, 33 and 40-41 either is in independent form or depends from 
an allowable base claim. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request allowance of Claims 3- 
6, 33 and 40-41. In addition, Claim 32 now depends from allowable Claim 33. Thus, 
Applicants respectfully request allowance of Claim 32. 

Claim Objections 

The Examiner rejects Claims 7-21, 26-30 and 34-38 because Claims 7, 26 and 34 
each recites the word "at" twice in a row. Applicants respectfully submit that this is not an 
error and is intended. For example, Claim 7 recites "monitoring the performance parameter 
at at least one of the plurality of network components." Thus, the performance parameter is 
monitored at at least one of the plurality of network components. Since the Office Action 
otherwise indicates that these claims are allowable, Applicants respectfully request allowance 
of Claims 7-21, 26-30 and 34-38. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicants have made an earnest attempt to place this case in condition for allowance. 
For the foregoing reasons, and for other reasons clearly apparent, Applicants respectfully 
request full allowance of all pending claims. 

If the Examiner feels that a telephone conference would advance prosecution of this 
Application in any manner, the Examiner is invited to contact Chad C. Walters, Attorney for 
Applicants, at the Examiner's convenience at (214) 953-6511. 

A check in the amount of $400.00 is enclosed for the addition of two independent 
claims. Although no additional fees are believed due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge any fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 02-0384 of Baker 
Botts L.L.P. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 




ChacTC. Walters 
Reg. No. 48,022 



Date: November 4, 2005 



Correspondence Address : 



Customer Number: 
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